


Lectures on MR – training for physicists 
and basic scientists around the globe
Now in their fifth year, the Lectures on MR have again broadened the range of 
their educational programme.
The course on Small Animal MR Imaging (November 13-15 in Marseille/FR) 
provides an introduction to small animal biology (rats and mice), MR acquisition 
methods dedicated to small animal imaging, MR hardware and monitoring tech-
niques, contrast agents and molecular imaging. Pharmacologic studies, cardio-
vascular and musculoskeletal applications, and applications in cancer studies will 
be discussed and participants will get a tour around the lab. The course is intend-
ed for students, scientists and clinicians with a strong interest in advanced MR 
exploration of small animals, and their use in biochemistry, molecular, biology and 
pharmacology (drug testing, proof-of-concept, preclinical trials). Prior knowledge 
of basic MR will be helpful although non-specialists in MR are also welcome.

After the great success of the Lectures on MR course in China in 2006, there will 
be another one held in Shenzen (December 13-15, 2008) in cooperation with the 
CSMRM. State-of-the-Art MRI Techniques and Clinical Applications will pro-
vide an overview of basic relaxation and contrast mechanisms, and the principles 
of gradient-echo and spin-echo. It will present novel techniques for rapid imaging 
and contrast generation, as well as challenges and clinical applications at very  

high fields. The principles and applications of parallel imaging will be explained  
as well as diffusion, perfusion and magnetisation transfer imaging, advanced 
neuro applications, and advanced abdominal and musculoskeletal MRI. These 
workshops and lectures are intended for people joining the MRI community who 
wish to gain an overview of novel MRI techniques and their clinical applications. In 
addition, the lectures will also focus on the physical principles of novel MRI acqui-
sition techniques and principles of contrast generation. The course is intended to 
provide a forum for MR researchers of Chinese origin to communicate with each 
other, for overseas researchers to establish connections with colleagues from 
China, and for manufacturers based in China to meet our Chinese and European 
members. In addition to the lectures, the meeting will feature invited talks, oral and 
poster presentations of submitted papers at the forefront of MR research, a forum 
for clinical practitioners, and an industry update.
We would like to thank our sponsors Bruker Biospin and Siemens AG for their 
continuing support, without which the variety in our educational programme would 
not be possible.
Thank you all for your interest in the Lectures on MR. We look forward to seeing 
you at one of the courses in 2008.
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Parallel Imaging: 
Basic and Advanced Transmission and Reception Concepts
     June 25–27, Lisbon/PT

Flow and Motion
     September 12–13, Zurich/CH

Diffusion: from basic Physics to Exploration 
of Microscopic Structure 
     September 17–19, Cardiff, Wales/UK

Proton MR Spectroscopy
     October 16–18, Prague/CZ

Small Animal MR Imaging
     November 13–15, Marseille/FR

State-of-the-Art MRI Techniques and Clinical Applications 
     December 13–15, Shenzhen/CN

www.esmrmb.org

2008 Lectures on Magnetic Resonance
Educational courses, exercises, and practical 
demonstrations on MR Physics and Spectroscopy



A New Course Programme from ESMRMB:
Hands-On MRI
Until now, European radiological training programmes have mainly focused on 
radiologists, whose main interest is in interpretation of acquired data, and MR 
physicists, who are involved in the development of sequences or protocols. 
With the new Hands-On MRI Courses, the ESMRMB offers teaching courses that 
are especially designed for radiographers and technicians, as well as physicians. 

These professionals play an increasingly important role in MRI data-acquisition 
and post-processing of data, particularly in advanced MRI areas like fMRI, DTI, 
spectroscopy, MRA and cardiac MRI. The ESMRMB feels that the time is right to 
introduce Hands-On courses dedicated to the continuing education of technicians 
and radiographers.

Four Hands-On MRI Courses will be held in 2009: The topics of three of them are 
known already: MR Angiography, Cardiac MRI, and fMRI and DTI. Each course 
will be carried out using MRI equipment from a specific manufacturer (Siemens, 
Philips Medical Systems, GE HealthCare, and Hitachi). In 2010 and 2011, the 
same topics will be covered, but each course will make use of MRI equipment 
from a different manufacturer than the 2009 course.

In the coming months more details will be become available on the website  
www.esmrmb.org 

Aad van der Lugt
Director of the Hands-On MRI course programme
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Affiliated Members as per April 2008:

Belarus
Belarussian Radiological Society, MR Section•	

Belgium 
Scientific Research Community on Advanced NMR Applications in •	
material, chemical and biomedical science
Contact Group on Multidisciplinary Magnetic Resonance•	

Cyprus
Cyprus Association of Medical Physics and Biomedical Engineering •	

Czech Republic 
Czech Radiological Society, MR Section•	

Denmark
Danish Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine•	

France 
GRAMM•	

Germany 
German Chapter of ISMRM•	

Italy 
Managerial Counsel of Magnetic Resonance Section of SIRM•	
Associazione Italiana di Fisica Medica (in progress)•	

Norway
Norwegian Society for Medical Physics (in progress)•	

Spain 
Escuela Superior de Resonancia Magnética Clinica•	

Turkey 
Turkish Society of Magnetic Resonance•	

National MR organisations are invited to become Affiliated Members of 
ESMRMB. 
  
Being an Affiliated Member, your organisation will benefit from
• an annual exchange of member lists (including full address details incl. E-mail) 
• �reciprocal advertisement of each other’s events (on each other’s websites, 

electronic mailings, postal mailings etc.) 
• �information about all ESMRMB activities 
• �reciprocal complimentary exhibition space and/or other promotion opportunities 

at scientific meetings 

All Affiliated Members of ESMRMB are invited to assign a representative to serve 
on the Affiliated Members Committee of the Society, chaired by the ESMRMB 
Secretary. The Committee meets once a year, preferably at the Annual Scientific 
Meeting of ESMRMB to discuss options of closer co-operation and to provide a 
forum for exchange. 

As an Affiliated Society of ESMRMB, your members will have the possibility to 
become Associate Members of ESMRMB. 

If you are a representative of a national MR organisation and would like to apply 
for Affiliate Membership of your organisation, please send an E-mail to 
office@esmrmb.org. We will be pleased to send you further information as well 
as the application form. Affiliated membership is free of charge. 

affiliated members

ESMRMB 
Affiliated Members
A warm welcome 
to our new member 
organisations.
Dear Colleagues,

We are delighted to inform you that five 
new Affiliated Societies have joined the 
ESMRMB community. Altogether there 
are already thirteen Affiliated Member 
Societies enjoying the benefits of their 
membership. A short presentation 
about the Turkish Society of Magnetic 
Resonance can be found on the next 
page.



Turkish Society of Magnetic Resonance
The Turkish Society of Magnetic Resonance was founded on December 29, 1994, 
in Izmir, as the Magnetic Resonance Society, but the society has been perform-
ing its activities under the name of the Turkish Society of Magnetic Resonance 
(TSMR) since 2005. The Society is a non-profit organisation and aims to develop 
and improve education and applications in the area of magnetic resonance imag-
ing and promote  research into magnetic resonance in Turkey. 
TSMR has an office and secretary in Izmir who coordinate communication with its 
350 active members and organise its scientific symposiums, congresses and local 
meetings. The elected General Council of the society assembles biannually

TSMR became a member of the Intersociety Advisory Committee (ISAC) of the 
International Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM) in 2005 and 
became an affiliated member of the European Society for Magnetic Resonance 
in Medicine and Biology (ESMRMB) in 2007, joing more than 80 other associated 
members. 
The 26th annual meeting of ESMRMB will be held in Antalya from October 1–3, 
2009. Since its establishment, the TSMR has successfully organised 10 sympo-
siums and 2 meetings in different cities of Turkey on a variety of different topics. 
In 2007, the society and ISMRM jointly organised the Global Outreach Program in 
Antalya on the topic of Cardiovascular MR Imaging. 
The 13th annual meeting of TSMR has been organised as the 3rd congress of TSMR 
and will be held in Ankara from May 22–24, 2008. One of the important goals of 
this meeting is to meet the clinicans and scientists working on MR in Turkey and 
to share these activities by creating study groups. Study groups on Diffusion, MR 

Spectroscopy, Whole Body MR, Functional MR and e-learning of MR Physics will 
meet at the next annual meeting. TSMR has held four MR Physics courses for MR 
technicians and radiology assistants in different cities of Turkey since 2005, and 
plans to organise more of these courses. Monthly regional meetings have also 
taken place in Ankara since 2001. Various different topics and cases have been 
presented and discussed at these regional meetings. The 1st Magnetic Resonance 
Meetings to take place in an eastern Mediterranean country were successfully 
held in 2002 in Izmir and in 2004 in Athens.
The Society has awarded prizes to scientific paper presenters at ESMRMB and 
ISMRM meetings since 2006 to support and promote scientific research on MR in 
Turkey. TSMR provides printed material and books in Turkish in order to develop 
awareness in the area of MR, and has also carried out miscellaneous studies to 
solve problems that arise in the professional practice of MR in Turkey. More infor-
mation about the Society is available from its website www.turksmr.org.

I hope to meet all ESMRMB members at the 26th annual meeting of ESMRMB in 
Antalya from October 1–3, 2009.

Best regards,
Ahmet Muhtesem Agildere
President of TSMR
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Journal News “Magn Reson Mater Phy”

MAGMA special issue on 
‘High Field MR Imaging’ is published
In March 2008, Magnetic Resonance Materials In Physics, Biology and Medicine 
(MAGMA) published a special issue on ‘High Field MR Imaging’, with Jürgen Hennig 
as guest editor. Some leading groups in the field contributed to this double is-
sue of the journal, which offers 15 papers presenting original research as well 
as new concepts. Indeed, the special issue covers new developments in human 
MR at field strengths between 3T and 11.7T and intends to present an overview 
of the current status of the not-quite-new but not-yet-fully-developed field of ultra 
high field MR (UHF-MR). It illustrates the current status of imaging applications 
for UHF-MR with a mixture of papers covering hardware developments as well 
as imaging methods and applications. It includes new and fresh approaches to 
overcoming existing problems and/or making use of specific advantages of MR 
at this field range. 

Thanks to the cooperation of the authors, the diligence of the guest editor and 
reviewers, and the rapid response of the Springer production department, the 
Editorial Office has prepared this special issue in a record 7 months, bringing the 
readers of MAGMA a wealth of new valuable information in a very short time, with 
an average first verdict returned to the authors 5-6 weeks after reception of their 
manuscripts and an average production cycle (online publication following final 
acceptance of the paper) of only 4 weeks.

A second special issue will be published this year, this time devoted to ‘MR of the 
Prostate’, with Carolyn Mountford as guest editor. There are several goals for this 
special issue. One is to provide up-to-date coverage of the field, and another is 
to ensure that all necessary technical details are available to the readers, should 
they wish to commence the application of any of the methods presented. The 
expected date of publication is in autumn 2008.

Patrick J. Cozzone
Editor-in-Chief of Magn Reson Mater Phy

Patrick J. Cozzone Editor-in-Chief of Magn Reson Mater Phy
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ESMRMB Safety Update – ESMRMB 
launches survey on NSF cases
Dear Colleagues,
Given the ongoing discussions on cases of Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis (NSF) 
related to MR examinations with gadolinium-based contrast agents, the Safety 
Committee has decided to launch a survey among the membership of ESMRMB. 
The survey is based on a questionnaire developed by the Swiss Society of Ra-
diology and will also be available for participation by non-members at the safety 
section of the ESMRMB website.

Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis or Nephrogenic Fibrosing Dermopathy (NSF/NFD) 
is a new and rare disease which is known for less than 10 years. NSF/NFD may 
occur in patients with moderate to end-stage kidney disease after they have had a 
magnetic resonance examination with a gadolinium-based contrast agent.
The knowledge about the new disease and its possible link to gadolinium-based 
contrast agents is currently increasing. Retrospective analysis is being performed 
in order to elucidate possible influencing factors on the disease. 

The Safety Committee kindly advises all members of the MR community to care-
fully consider the new knowledge about potential side effects of MR contrast 
agents in specific patient groups. For radiologists working with contrast media it 
seems necessary to keep up with current studies and publications in this field.

We would like to strongly encourage all of you to participate in the survey, 
which will be open until May 30.
Thank you very much for your cooperation!

With best regards,
Peter Reimer
Chairman of the Safety Committee

ESMRMB Safety update
Peter Reimer Chairman of the Safety Committee
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European Institute for Biomedical Imaging 
Research: first success stories of 
EIBIR’s networking activities attributed to 
experience 
EIBIR is very pleased to have ESMRMB on board as a co-shareholder and would 
like to encourage their members to actively get involved in EIBIR-related issues 
and activities to push new developments in biomedical imaging. The following is a 
brief overview of the first success stories of our networking activities. 

At ECR 2008 the European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR) 
presented the remarkable progress it has made since its establishment in 
January 2006. At the prominent EIBIR Lounge, the organisation presented recent 
initiatives and projects supported by the European Commission within the 6th and 
7th Framework Programme.

Two successful projects within the 7th Framework Programme co-ordinated by 
EIBIR are related to cell imaging and breast cancer diagnosis: 

ENCITE (European Network for Cell Imaging and Tracking Expertise) is a large 
scale integrated project involving 21 project partners in many European countries, 
but also in Israel. The development of imaging tools within this project will lead 
to a better understanding of how cell therapy works, the possibility of response 
monitoring in patients, and sufficient safety of the treatment. It is a 4-year project 
starting in June 2008 with an EU financial contribution of €11m.

HAMAM (Highly Accurate Breast Cancer Diagnosis through Integration of 
Biological Knowledge, Novel Imaging Modalities and Modelling) is a new STREP 
project involving eight international project partners with leading expertise in the 
field of breast cancer diagnosis. HAMAM aims to provide a means to seamlessly 
integrate available multi-modal images and patient information on a single clinical 
workstation. The project will be supported by a financial contribution of €3m. The 
project is expected to start in September 2008.

EIBIR would like to express its gratitude to you for helping to make the first 
networking activities of EIBIR so successful and for being committed to its highly 
ambitious objectives. 

EIBIR is highly committed to supporting the development of biomedical imaging 
technologies and the dissemination of knowledge within the field of biomedical 
imaging research. Within this mission EIBIR is well on the way to becoming an 
‘inclusive society’ bringing international researchers together who are willing to 
help co-ordinate research into new instrumentation and methods. 

Any institutes or departments of universities and hospitals actively working in 
the field of imaging research are welcome to join our network. We would like to 
encourage the members of ESMRMB to take part in any co-operations with our 
member institutes aiming at similar research developments. 

More information: www.eibir.org 

Update on EIBIR 
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